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BY JOANNE CLEAVER

WITH REVENU'ES LAST YEAR IN THE HUNDRE'DS

~ OR EVEN BILLIONS, AMERICA'S
LEADING WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS

GIVE THE BIG BOYS ARU~ FOR THEIR M.ON.EY.

KITCHEN TABLE MilliONAIRES?
THINK AGAIN.

We started.l()oking for PINK's Top 50 Women Business Owners thinking that
companies with annual operating revenue of $25 million would provide a solid
floor. It wasn'tlqpg beforewe had to raise that minimum to $120 million. From the
beginning, we knew that a handful of well-known names, like Marilyn Carlson
Nelson, CEO and chairman of Carlson Cos., would be clustered at the top. But
even then there were surprises - such as the strategic acquisitions that had vaulted
Carlson to $6 billion in 2006 r~v~nue.

One popular image of women business owners is that of the gingham-aproned,
apple-cheekedmom making a small fortune stirring up her family'sjam recipeon h~r




